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ABSTRACT

The Impact of the Food Crisis on North Korean Women

The primary victims of many years of famine in North Korea were
women. The food crisis imposed the burdens of family-support on them,
inflicting unspeakable ordeals such as worsening health, overwork and
sexual violence. The situation even drove them to use their body as a
means of maintaining their livelihood. In addition to their increased
economic activities to obtain food and earn money for the family and the
male-dominant, patriarchal social consciousness, most North Korean
women had to take care of family chores as they had done before the
crisis, a dual burden on them. Under the weight of the food crisis,
economic hardship and desperate living conditions, they had to bear the
burdens of being a breadwinner and a housewife amid a deteriorating
quality of life. The other side of the coin, however, was that the food
crisis had served to stimulate North Korean women to become conscious
of the value of their self and their own life. Their economic activities
in support of the family livelihood also served to improve their economic
independence.

Key words: food crisis, workload, sexual violence, trafficking, prostitution,
role, attitude
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