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1996 {11380 989| 85 300 1720, 160.11 2948 | 98.0(41.1)
1997 {10307 | 811 706 | 78.1 | 598 | 645 | 172.2}160.3| 2957 | 97.0(40.2)
1998 | 6,742} 573 172.6,160.5| 2819 | 93.6(374)
1999 | 8581 714 172.7:160.6| 2968 | 98.2(40.8)
2000 T10 | 786 | 629 | 674 |173.0:160.5| 2952 | 96.8(41.0)

“EAY 27 "GRG ARAY VoM 25, JoMbE, HRFEAEE 22

“ A7 Y ZAEAT, BAY &3 T AR R P 191 19 9%
FTEEFARE 8IS

a) 25 Z 1960%d ~ 1985\37}x] & GNP, 199013 ~2000'd-& GNIAHE 2.

b) JolA g F 1980d-& 1981 152, 19900 1991 A&

o) B4 F 196532 19661 -, 19802 1979 2}& 9.
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{Key concepts) : North Korean Escapees, Anthropometry, Biological Standards of
Living

A Study of North Korean Biological Standards of Living Using
Anthropometric Data from North Korean Escapees.

Pak, Sunyoung™

I analyzed the height and weight data of 812 North Korean escapees to the South
during the period of 1999 to 2001 in order to assess the changes in the physical
standards of living in the North Korean society. Since this data does not allow a
comparison of mean height of a specified age group in different times, I grouped the
adult escapees by age and by birth year. After that, I compared the mean heights of
these groups instead. Contrary to what has been observed in South Korea, North
Korean escapees do not show any sign of secular increase in height based on
different age and birth year groups. Therefore it looks like discrepancies in adult
heights between South and North Koreans began who were born in the late 1940s. In
order to interpret theses findings, several leads can be explored. They include
sampling errors, the migration' s effect on height, national system of resource
distribution, priority in national and personal expenditures, the differential levels of

labor intensity, and the level of economic improvement in North Korea.

* Institute of Cross-Cultural Studies, Seoul National University
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Of the North Korean children and adolescents, the growth status has been ranked
in the order of the North Korean escapees to the South, to China followed by North
Korea. When compared to South Korean children, North Korean escapees are
shorter than lighter, suggesting that the catch-up growths in weight is faster than that
those in height. The height discrepancies between the North and South Korean
children become most evident around the age of puberty, implying slower growth
among North Korean children. The resulting adult height discrepancies can be
expected to be smaller than what is observed between North and South adolescents
due to North Korean' s prolonged growth period. The degree of catch-up growth
among North Korean escapees depends on the stage of growth when they begin to
take in more nutrition. Females past the age of 16 and males past the age of 18 at the
time of relocation to South Korea tend to gain more weight than height, indicating
that improved nutritional in-take in the later period of growth will likely result in
heavier weight than taller height. Therefore, it is safe to assume that the height
discrepancies between South and North Koreans will remain greater than those of
precrisis for a while even after the food supply recovers to the level of pre-crisis in
North Korea.
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